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Kenyan Address	: P.O. Box 240-40300, Homa-Bay Mobile	: +254 757299404
E-mail	: okothomondi55@gmail.com

PERSONAL STATEMENT
Dedicated and highly motivated Applied Biologist with a strong foundation in scientific principles and practical laboratory experience. Possesses a comprehensive understanding of biological concepts and their practical applications, along with proficient skills in research, data analysis, and innovative problem-solving. Committed to addressing complex challenges in areas such as conservation, biotechnology, or pharmaceuticals, with a keen focus on sustainability and environmental stewardship. Seeking opportunities to utilize expertise and contribute to the field of Applied Biology in a meaningful way
BIODATA
Date of Birth	: 4th February 2002
Nationality	: Kenyan
Marital Status	: Single
Religion	: Christian
Language	: English, Kiswahili and Luo

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (Kenya)
Attained Bachelor of Science degree in Applied Biology Orero Boys Secondary School (Homa Bay, Kenya), Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education
WORK EXPERIENCE

I hold a Bachelor of Science Degree in Applied Biology from Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology.
Research Officer — Office of the 5th Assistant Speaker, Parliamentary Service Commission
November 2024 — Present
[bookmark: _GoBack]Currently working as the Research Officer in the Office of the 5th Assistant Speaker at the National Assembly under the Parliamentary Service Commission. This role involves conducting both online and physical research to inform policy reforms, legislative amendments, and parliamentary debates. The research findings contribute to the preparation of briefing papers, policy analysis documents, and reports that support the legislative process.

Key Responsibilities:
· Conducting in-depth research on legislative proposals, national policy matters, and socio-economic issues to support debates and decision-making in the National Assembly.
· Preparing briefing notes, concept papers, policy summaries, and legislative analysis reports for use by the Speaker’s office and Members of Parliament.
· Monitoring parliamentary business including bills, motions, and committee reports to provide timely updates and background research.
· Liaising with government ministries, departments, agencies, and research institutions for data collection, information verification, and expert consultations.
· Participating in drafting policy recommendations and proposals for legislative reforms based on research findings.
· Supporting the documentation and archiving of legislative materials and research reports for reference and institutional memory.
· Assisting in the coordination of stakeholder engagements and consultative meetings on legislative and policy matters.
Kenya State Department for Wildlife under the Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife as an intern as a technical officer; 29th January 2024- 29th Jnauary 2025
I have worked in the Kenya State Department for Wildlife under the Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife as an intern as a technical officer in the department of Wildlife Conservation.
For the one (1) year that I have worked in the State Department for Wildlife, I have handled a number of responsibilities that require great team work and dedication. Some of the achievements attained include ;

a) Concept Note Development for Department Programs
I have played an instrumental role in the development of concept notes for several conservation programs run by the State Department for Wildlife. The efforts have been crucial in the following areas

· Conservation Awareness in Learning Institutions: Concept notes to promote wildlife conservation in schools to instill a sense of responsibility among young people regarding the environment.
· Youth and Women Involvement in Conservation: I have been involved in programs designed to actively engage youth and women in wildlife conservation, encouraging participation and creating a network of future conservation leaders.
· World Environment Day Celebrations: I have been in a key role in organizing and drafting concept notes for celebrating World Environment Day, emphasizing the importance of preserving biodiversity and ecosystems.

b) Participation in National Planning Committees
I have contributed as a member of several National Planning Committees for key programs, including:

· World Elephant Day Celebrations: As a member of the committee, I participated in organizing the 2024 World Elephant Day, which was successfully celebrated in Meru County. I was tasked as the liason officer between the State Department for Wildlife and other development partners.
· World Rhino Day Planning: I was part of the committee planning the World Rhino Day celebration, which took place on 22nd Septemeber 2024 at Seroilipi Primary School in Samburu County. My role involvesd coordinating efforts and being part of the communication department to enhance visibility.

c) Planning, Programming, and Coordination of Conservation Awareness Initiatives in Learning Institutions
I planned , programmed and coordinated the activities on raising conservation awareness among students thereby enhancing their understanding of environmental conservation and fosters a sense of responsibility and stewardship towards protecting nature and promoting sustainable development.Some of the schools visited include , Mangu Boys,Nakuru Boys, Malava Girls and Mukumu Boys High Schools , Esiteti and Naivasha Boarding Primary Schools .

d) Participation in Meetings and Conferences
I have been actively involved in meetings and conferences aimed at achieving the department's conservation objectives. Some of the key participations include:
· Wildlife Club of Kenya meeting for a potential partnership with SDW
A meeting was convened between WCK and SDW on potential partnership for reviving the wildlife clubs in learning institution s and development of Wildlife Conservation curriculum in the education structure.
· African Conservation Forum
I played a critical role as part of the protocol team during the recently African Conservation Forum with the role of ensuring and assisting the delegates in attendance to seamlessly proceed with the conference. The Forum brought together IUCN Members and multi stakeholders to discuss some of the most pressing environmental conservation issues in Africa. It also provided an avenue for sharing

information and knowledge, building partnerships, and connecting key stakeholders from different parts of Africa.
· CITES Dialogue Meeting on Live Elephants and African Elephant Conservation: I attended the Conservation of International Trade on Endagered Species (CITES)Dialogue Meeting from September 23rd to 26th, 2024 in Botswana which is a multilateral treaty to protect endangered plants and animals from the threats of international trade. My participation in these discussions contributed greatly towards addressing critical issues related to African elephant conservation.

Kenya Agriculture and Livestock Research Organization– (May 2022 – August 2022) Achievements
· Conducted comprehensive soil laboratory analyses to evaluate soil quality, nutrient content,
and pH levels for agricultural research projects.
· Implemented best nursery practices to ensure proper seedling germination, growth, and transplantation, optimizing crop production.
· Demonstrated expertise in field practices, specifically in livestock section handling, including animal feeding, health monitoring, and data collection for research purposes



Skills Highlight

· Laboratory Techniques: Proficient in a wide range of laboratory techniques, including microscopy, DNA extraction, and cell culture. Skilled in following protocols, conducting experiments, and analysing data.
· Fieldwork and Sampling: Proficient in conducting fieldwork and sampling techniques for ecological or environmental research. Skilled in data collection, specimen identification, habitat assessments, and biodiversity surveys.
· Research Methodology: Knowledgeable in designing and implementing research projects, including hypothesis formulation, experimental design, and data collection methodologies. Able to develop research proposals and contribute to scientific publications.
· Strong foundation in scientific principles: Possesses a deep understanding of fundamental scientific concepts relevant to biology and its practical applications.
· Laboratory experience: Proficient in conducting experiments, handling laboratory equipment, and following protocols to ensure accurate and reliable results.
· Research skills: Skilled in conducting research, including literature reviews, experimental design, data collection, and analysis to contribute to scientific knowledge and advancements.
· Data analysis: Proficient in analysing and interpreting complex biological data using statistical methods, software, and tools to derive meaningful conclusions and insights.









COMPUTER LITERACY
· MS Office word, excel and power point
· MS Project 2010


LANGUAGES
SPEAKING	READING	WRITING
ENGLISH	Excellent	Excellent	Excellent
KISWAHILI	Excellent	Excellent	Excellent
LUO	Excellent	Excellent	Excellent


REFEREES

1) Gladys Onyambu
Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology Zoology Department
P.O. Box 62000–00200 Nairobi, KENYA.
Email: zagariy@yahoo.co.u

2) Bernad Onyango
Kenya Agriculture and Livestock Research Organization Human Resource Manager
P.O. Box 1490 – 40100, Kisumu, Kenya Email: kalro.kibos@kalro.org

3) Florence Kanana
State Department for Wildlife
Deputy Director Partnerships, Human and Wildlife Coexistence
P.O Box 30027-00100,Nairobi ,Kenya Email: fkanana33@gmail.com
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